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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Andrew Zellmer
Hello and welcome to the 2021 REALTORS
Land Institute (RLI) Iowa Chapter Fall
Newsletter. I want to start out by
introducing you to our new leadership team.
My name is Andrew Zellmer. I have been a
member of RLI for 8 years. I have the
privilege to serve as President for the next
year. I am excited to be working alongside
President Elect, David Whitaker CAI, ALC
and Vice President Rachelle Heller, ALC.
Ryan Kay, ALC has finished his role as
President and has volunteered to replace
our longtime Treasure, Troy Louwagie,
ALC. The four of us, along with our
Executive Director, Traci Schermerhorn,
will be meeting to set our goals and action
plan to continue the success and growth of
the Iowa RLI Chapter.
Our main focus as a board will be three-fold.
1. Offer our members quality and relevant
educational opportunities
2. Host networking and mentorship
opportunities for our members to
collaborate and grow
3. Continue promoting professionalism
through the ALC designation
The 2021 year has been an exciting one so
far with the land market seeing volume and
price levels not seen since 2012 and 2013.
With the potential upcoming changes in
government policies this is a critical time to
be informed on what is going on in both
state and federal

governments. Our local chapter, with
support and resources from National RLI,
look to be legislative advocates keeping
you informed and advocating on behalf of
both land agents and landowners.
We do have some important upcoming
events to put on your calendar. The
National Land Conference will be hosted in
San Antonio, Texas on March 23-25, 2022.
The Iowa Chapter will be hosting a Land
101 course in Council Bluffs, Iowa on
December 1-2, 2021. I look forward to
seeing a great turnout from the Iowa
Chapter.
I have benefited from being a member of
RLI both personally and professionally. You
only get out of something what you put into
it. I encourage each and every one of you to
join in on our monthly calls, educational
opportunities and networking events. We
as the board are here to serve and
accommodate you. If there is a way we can
add more value to your RLI membership
don’t be afraid to reach out and give us
your feedback and suggestions. I look
forward to serving as president. Let’s have
a great year.

2021

RLI IOWA CHAPTER AWARDS
The REALTORS® Land Institute is made up of some of the highest caliber land brokers. The
RLI Iowa Chapter recognized the performance of our members for business conducted from
January - December 2020 at our RLI Iowa Member Social and Leadership Installation in
September. Congratulations to our 2021 Award Winners! See all our past RLI Iowa Chapter
Award winners on our website: www.rliiowachapter.com/home/awards/award-winners

VOLUME AND ACRES SOLD
Steve Bruere
Peoples Company
This award is presented to the Iowa Chapter member
with the highest volume and acres reported by their
supervising broker.

LONGTIME DEDICATION TO RLI
Richard Meade
Meade Real Estate
This award is presented to an Iowa Chapter member
for their longtime commitment and volunteerism
within Realtors Land Institute, both at the Chapter and
National levels.

RISING STAR
Otto Nobis
Ruhl & Ruhl REALTORS
This award is presented to an Iowa Chapter member
with less than three years of membership. RLI
participation, community involvement, leadership, ALC
course work and other education are considered.

LAND TRENDS AND VALUES
Fall 2021

The REALTORS® Land Institute - Iowa Chapter is pleased to announce the results of our
September 2021 Land Trends and Values Survey. Participants were asked to estimate
the average value of farmland as of September 1, 2021. These estimates are for bare,
unimproved land with a sale price on a cash basis. Pasture and timberland values were
also requested as supplemental information.
The results of the September survey show a 18.8% increase on a statewide average for
the March 2021 to September 2021 time period. This is following the September 2020
to March 2021 time period that showed a 7.8% increase, giving us a year-over-year
increase of 26.6% for the State of Iowa. These results will come as no surprise, as
record auction prices in many counties have been making headlines this summer.
The Northeastern Crop Reporting Districts (North Central, Northeast, and East Central)
of the State showed the greatest strength, ranging from an 20.7% to 22.5% increase in
cropland values. The Northwest Crop Reporting District showed the most modest gain
of 14.2%. Timber and Pasture acres showed similar strength, boasting a 15.9% increase
to Timberland values and a 14.1% increase in Pastureland values across the state.
REALTORS® Land Institute – Iowa Chapter’s farmland value survey has been conducted
in March and September since 1978. This survey plus the RLI Farm and Ranch Multiple
Listing Service are activities of REALTORS® specializing in agricultural land brokerage
daily.

THANK
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S PONSORS

EDUCATION UPDATE
WWW.RLIIOWACHAPTER.COM/EDUCATION
SUBDIVISION LAND DEVELOPMENT
CLASS BRINGS COMMERCIAL AND
LAND REALTORS TOGETHER

On August 30-31, the RLI Iowa Chapter
hosted the ALC class, Subdivision Land
Development in West Des Moines. Nearly 20
students attended this two-day class taught
by Ben Crosby, ALC. Students walked away
with a better appreciation of the complex
process of developing subdivisions.

LAND LAW UPDATE
HAS RECORD ATTENDANCE
The Iowa Chapter partnered with the Iowa
Association of REALTORS to offer an 8-hour
law class focused on land issues. Over 60
realtors attended this class. Speakers
included Steve Bohr (Farm Financial
Strategies), Becky Peterson (IPE 1031), Jim
Knuth (Farm Credit Services), Gabe Walsh
(IAR) and several more. Thank you to Terry
Pauling, ALC for coordinating this great class!!
LAND 101: FUNDAMENTALS OF
LAND BROKERAGE, DEC 1-2
Land 101: Fundamentals of Land Brokerage is
the perfect introduction to the land specialty.
Whether just entering the land real estate
industry or looking to refresh on the basics,
attendees will acquire knowledge to assist
clients more confidently. Taught by Randy
Hertz, ALC, this class will be held in Council
Bluffs. Register on our website!

RLI Members are invited to join our monthly membership call on
the 4th Thursday of every month. Topics rotate between Land
Trends and Values and Hot Topics.
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IT

Carl Horne, Vice President of Digital Loan Products and Services,
Farm Credit Services of America
Those of us in the agricultural real estate business
understand buyers do business with those they
trust. At Farm Credit Services of America
(FCSAmerica), we work hard to be the kind of trusted
advisor who offers meaningful, data-driven insights
that help buyers understand how a farmland purchase impacts everything from their
financials to their goals and objectives. Our deep expertise in land values and land
financing, combined with the strong, long-term relationships we have with hundreds of
realtors, brokers and auctioneers, helps our teams support buyers as they navigate the
land-buying process.
For the growing number of buyers who start their real estate buying journey online, we
meet them when and where it is convenient for them through an award-winning, easy-tofind website called FarmLend.com. At FarmLend, buyers can connect with our insights and
tools and even apply for financing. FarmLend offers buyers the ease, convenience and
security of modern technology, while also quickly connecting them with our local teams
when they are ready to move forward with financing.
An important learning from building and launching FarmLend is that buyers appreciate this
hybrid digital/personal experience that pairs technology for research and the initiation of a
loan with the one-to-one guidance and insights of a local expert. This is a dynamic we
expect to remain even as more we launch more digital capabilities on FarmLend.
More and more, realtors are utilizing the simplicity and accessibility of FarmLend to
connect their buyers to the option of FCSAmerica financing. They can be confident in
sharing a solution that delivers an exceptional customer experience based on features we
know be important to FarmLend users:
Ease of use. FarmLend’s credit application takes an average of six minutes and 56 seconds
to complete. Refinancing applications are shorter and are typically done in two minutes.
Lender reputation. Applicants report they are comfortable starting the loan process on
FarmLend because it is part of FCSAmerica and they trust their information will be secure.
Good follow-through. Every FarmLend applicant will talk to a financial officer at
FCSAmerica. After an application is submitted, the first conversation happens within three
hours during the regular business day. Many applicants are contacted within 60 minutes.
Visit farmlend.com to learn more about FCSAmerica’s digital tools and application process.

Not an RLI
Member?
Join Today!
Benefits Include:
Educational Opportunities
Land Trends and Values
Legislative Updates
Industry Awards
Networking Opportunities
Land MLS

NLC 2021

San Antonio - March 23-25
www.rliland.com/national-land-conference-2022

Membership Details:
All Iowa Chapter members
are required to be a member
of national REALTORS Land
Institute $445/annually
Iowa Chapter dues are $50
per year.
Access to the Farm & Ranch
MLS is optional.
Join today at www.
rliiowachapter.com/join-therli-iowa-chapter
RLIIOWACHAPTER.COM

The National Land Conference (NLC) returns in person
at the Grand Hyatt in San Antonio. NLC is a can’t-miss
event for land professionals who are serious about
growing their business, more confidently assisting
clients, and closing more deals. Registration for NLC22
will open November 1.

PO Box 785, Ankeny IA 50021
traci@rlifarmandranch.com

